
The hand of the Lord came upon me, 

and he brought me out by the spirit of

the Lord and set me down in the 

middle of a valley; it was full of bones. 

He led me all around them; there were

very many lying in the valley, and they 

were very dry. 

He said to me, “Mortal, can these 

bones live?” I answered, “O Lord God, 

you know.” 

Then he said to me, “Prophesy to 

these bones, and say to them: O dry 

bones, hear the word of the Lord. Thus

says the Lord God to these bones: I 

will cause breath to enter you, and you

shall live. 
Ezekiel 37:1-5
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A Note about Lent
Lent is the forty-day season (excluding Sundays) of preparation for the Three 
Days of Holy Week and Easter. The term “Lent” originally comes from the Anglo-
Saxon word “lencten” which means “spring.” This is the time, in the Northern 
Hemisphere, when the days are lengthening. The season began as a period of 
fasting leading up to the Vigil of Easter. Catechumens, those preparing for 
baptism at Easter, would fast and spend days in intense preparation. For those 
who were already baptized, Lent was a period to be renewed in their faith by 
studying the Bible, the Creed and the Lord’s Prayer.

Although it was originally only a two-day period of preparation, Lent became a 
three-week preparatory period in the middle of the fourth century and then this 
was further expanded into six-weeks, or forty days. By the end of the fifth 
century, there was a desire to exclude Sundays from Lent since Sundays are 
always celebrated as feasts of the Resurrection. Thus Lent begins not on Sunday, 
but on Ash Wednesday.

The current practice of forty days of Lent recalls Jesus’ forty-day fast in the
wilderness after his Baptism (Matthew 4:2, Luke 4:1-2) as well as Moses’ forty-day

fast on Mount Sinai (Exodus 34:28). The appointed liturgical color for Lent is
purple because purple has long been associated with royalty. In this case, Christ

reigns from a cross.

This liturgy has been adapted 
from the Order of the Service of the Word by Pr. Bea Chun 

to be used for the Zoom services 
during the Covid-19  shelter-in-place ordinance, Lent 2021
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GATHERING 
 The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

As the congregation begins to log in for the Zoom service, the participants
have a chance to chat and greet each other. 

The time for Meet and Greet is followed by brief technical instructions for
the Zoom service. A brief introduction to the day and the season follows. 

The worship leaders for the day are introduced.
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Prelude
A prerecorded prelude invites us to prepare  for worship.

Words of Confession and Forgiveness

P: God of all mercy and consolation, come to the aid of your 
people, turning us from our sin to live for you alone. Give us 
the power of your Holy Spirit that, attentive to your Word, we 
may confess our sins, receive your forgiveness, and grow into 
the fullness of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.

C: Amen

P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one 
another.

Silence for reflection and self-examination.

C: Gracious God,
have mercy on us. In your compassion forgive us our sins, 
known and unknown, things done and left undone. 
Uphold us by your Spirit so that we may live and serve you
in newness of life, to the honor and glory of your holy 
name; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

P: Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins 
through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, 
and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life.

C: Amen
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Greeting
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.

The Kyrie
A: In peace, let us pray to the Lord.
C: Lord, have mercy.

A: For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us 
pray to the Lord.

C: Lord, have mercy.

A: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the 
Church of God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.

C: Lord, have mercy.
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A: For this holy house, and for all who offer here their 
worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord.

C: Lord, have mercy.

A: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
C: Amen

Prayer of the Day
P: O Christ for whom we search, our help when help has failed:

give us courage to name our need

and ask to be made whole;

that, being touched by you,

we may be raised to new life

in the power of your name.

C: Amen.
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WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

First Sunday in Lent
February 21, 2021

Genesis 9:8-17
Psalm 25:1-10
1 Peter 3:18-22

Mark 1:9-15

Second Sunday in Lent
February 28, 2021

Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16
Psalm 22:23-31
Romans 4:13-25

Mark 8:31-38
or

Mark 9:2-9

Third Sunday in Lent
March 7, 2021
Exodus 20:1-17

Psalm 19
1 Corinthians 1:18-25

John 2:13-22

Fourth Sunday in Lent
March 14, 2021
Numbers 21:4-9

Psalm 107:1-3, 17-22
Ephesians 2:1-10

John 3:14-21

Fifth Sunday in Lent
March 21, 2021

Jeremiah 31:31-34
Psalm 51:1-12

or
Psalm 119:9-16
Hebrews 5:5-10
John 12:20-33
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First Reading:
L: A reading from ________.

L: Word of God, word of life.

C: Thanks be to God.

Psalm

Second Reading:
L: A reading from ________.
L: Word of God, word of life.
C: Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation
A recorded Gospel Acclamation helps us to welcome the Gospel.

Gospel:
P: The holy gospel according to ________.

C: Glory to you, O Lord.

A: The gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.
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Reflection

Hymn of the Day
A recorded hymn helps us to reflect on the Gospel.
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The Creed
C: Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith.

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into to the dead.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen

Sharing of the Peace
P: The peace of Christ be with you always.

C: And also with you.

Zoom participants are given the opportunity to offer each other a 
sign of peace.

Announcements
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Prayers of Intercession
Each Sunday the Assisting Minister prepares prayers based on the 
themes of the Gospel, the needs of the world and the concerns of 
the community.

A: With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus,
let us pray for the church, those in need, and all of God’s 
creation.

Each portion of the prayers ends with these or similar words:
A: God, in your mercy,
C: hear our prayer.
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Concluding Prayer
P: Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we 

pray, trusting in your mercy; through Jesus Christ, our Savior.

C: Amen.

The Prayer of Jesus
A recording of The Prayer of Jesus as chanted at St. Francis Lutheran 
Church follows. 

SENDING 

Blessing
P: May God bless you

and keep you. 
May God make his face
shine on you with mercy and grace.
May God look upon you with favor and give you peace.

C: Amen.

Concluding Fellowship
Zoom Participants may chat with each other and exchange news and
updates or simply log out.
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